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POVERTY BAY SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
REFERENCE INFORMATION 

 
PBSPS Web Page URL: www.pbps.org 
 
Squadron Contact :  povertybay@comcast.net 
 
PBPS Elected officers meet the third Thursday of each month at 1900 to 
conduct Squadron business. All members are welcome to attend. Meet-
ings are held at the home of:   Cdr Roger Hunt, JN 
    64205 Eastside Dr NE 
    Tacoma, WA 
 
General membership meetings & programs are on the first Thursday 
of the month at: Masonic Temple 
   2208 S 223rd St, Des Moines.� �
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The Pirates Log Staff 
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Lt Julie Hale, P      Nancy Scott, P   Steve Archer, S &  Mary 
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Remember to wear your Pirate, Wench or Buccaneer costume to the 
meeting in February to celebrate our beginnings. Everyone must at 
least wear an earring, or pay a huuuge fine to the coffers of PBSPS. 
(alright, maybe $1.00 isn’t a huge fine, but go along with it) We will 
judge the costumes and have grand expensive prizes for the winners! 
(OK, OK, maybe not EXPENSIVE, but at least worthy of POVERTY 
Bay) 
 
Join in on all the fun and come prepared-you don’t want to have to 
“walk the plank”. If you’re new to the Squadron, or just need a re-
fresher, check your Roster for the history of Poverty Bay Sail and 
Power Squadron. That might encourage you to “play dress-up”.  
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For those who were unable to attend, the Christmas Party was a great 
success. The decorations were wonderful and provided a great backdrop 
to the kickoff of the Holiday Season. Don and Donna Parker, Mary and 
Duane Quande, and Ed and Diane Yotter did an outstanding job of put-
ting the event together.  I was particularly thrilled with my role as Dasher 
in the after dinner entertainment, and look forward to future Academy 
Award nominations for my heartfelt portrayal.  We really appreciate all 
the effort the committee went through to make the evening a success. 
 
The holiday season is always a great time to reflect on how fortunate we 
are to live in this area of the country and be part of the great adventure of 
boating. An important part of that experience is the friends we have made 
in the Power Squadron. This is truly a great organization. But it is also an 
organization that needs help. It does not run by itself. The nominating 
committee is continually looking for folks to fill a number of roles within 
the organization. Although we all like to sing the song of “How Busy We 
Are”, the fact is that these jobs are not all that onerous. They take a little 
time, but not that much. So, if you are approached by the nominating 
committee, please give serious consideration to their requests. 
 
One thing that eases fulfilling the duties of any of the Bridge positions is 
the fact that there are always folks in Poverty Bay willing to step up if 
asked. Most often, however, it is the same group of folks, and that is not 
bad. However, we should try to widen the participation and draw in more 
of our members. We have 160 members. If we could spread the tasks 
over 120 of them,  I believe we would become a growing squadron. Ren-
dezvous, dinner meetings, programs, set-up, clean-up, calling committees 
all offer opportunities to help Poverty Bay. 
 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 
 

The following checklist for members came from the Spokane Sail and 
Power Squadron “Lubber Line”.  I adapted their checklist to fit Poverty 
Bay. 
�
Planning Ahead for 2010 
·  Take a USPS Course 
· Advanced Piloting, Tuesday, February 23, 2010 
· Instructor Development. March, 2010 
· Sign up to stand watch at the Seattle Boat Show (Call: 206-901-9927) 
· Schedule a Vessel Safety Check for my Boat (Call: 206-431-3514) 
· Renew my USPS membership – It’s  easy to do on-line (www.usps.org) 
· Take on a squadron role – bartender, ship store, steak fry set-up – many 

others 
· Offer to accept a 2010-2011 Poverty Bay Bridge position (Call: 206-878-

2655) 
· Plan to attend and participate in at least ________ Poverty Bay E-Board 

meetings 
· Introduce a friend or relative to the fun of boating 
· Find out about Co-op Charting (Call: 253-835-8076) 
· Check all my life jackets for wearable conditions. Replace any that are 

worn or torn or too big or small 
· Teach all or part of a USPS Course (Call:206-277-0925) 
· Distribute PR flyers for America’s Boating Course (Call: 253-630-1619) 
· Suggest at least two dinner meeting program topics (Call: 253-952-4433) 
· Volunteer for a District role (Call:253-927-7474) 
· Take another USPS Course – Let your SEO know what you want 

(Call:206-277-0925) 
· Learn to be a Vessel Examiner so you can offer Safety Vessel checks to 

others (Call: 206-431-3514) 
· Help plan, organize, and assist in Squadron dinner – set-up, clean-up 

(Call:253-952-4433) 
· Talk to my boating friends and relatives about the many benefits of USPS 

and squadron membership 
· Proctor and assist in an ABC Course (Call: 206-246-8019) 
· Go boating  o� Cruising  o� Fishing  o� Paddling  o� Rafting  o� Water Skiing o�

Other 
· Bring a guest (or two) to the next squadron dinner meeting 
· Write an article or column for the next Pirates Log (Call:253-941-1674) 
· Have a SAFE and FUN 2010 boating season 
 

 

 
 

Any of these activities will help you enjoy your Poverty Bay experience 
more and be a tremendous help for the squadron. We need you now more 
than ever before. 
 
As I mentioned in last month’s Pirate’s Log, the E-board is continuing to 
evaluate the electronic distribution of the newsletter. The Calling Commit-
tee will be polling the squadron for your thoughts prior to the January 
meeting. If you do not get an opportunity to speak to the Calling Commit-
tee and would like to comment, please contact an E-Board member. This 
will be a topic at the January Dinner meeting. The E-Board wants to be 
sensitive to the needs of the Squadron members but needs to consider this 
option economically. If we can limit the printing/mailing to forty copies 
and electronically distribute the remainder, the squadron could save as 
much as $1400/year. 
 
Both Gloria and I wish you a Happy and Safe New year and another suc-
cessful Boating season. 
 
 
 
 
 

SEAMANSHIP QUIZ  
 

When converting from compass to true direction you should 
 
a. add east variation 
b. subtract east variation 
c. consider deviation to be 0 
d. add west variation 
 
Answer on page 13 
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Happy New Year!  May 2010 bring each and every one of us more boat-
ing goodness. 
 
By now I should be cementing plans for Change of Watch, so look for 
further announcements about where and when soon.  
 
The Seattle Boat Show is a January must-do, and be sure to stop by the 
Power Squadron table to say hi and show support. 
 
Other than that, stay warm and dry! 
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Your telephone committee calls each member the week prior to the monthly dinner 
meeting. IF you have not been called by Sunday and you wish to attend our dinner, 
please contact Chairperson Lt Linda McDonnell, P (206-244-6714). All additions 
or cancellations to our count must be in no later than the Monday before the meet-
ing! Also Please, Please see that we have a correct phone number for you. If you 
are not being called, we probably don’t. 
 
“A reservation made is a reservation paid”. Please remember when the telephone 
calling committee member calls you for dinner reservations, that you are obligated 
to pay for your dinners if you do not attend or cancel by the Monday preceding the 
dinner meeting.  Dinner price is $20.00/person. The squadron has to pay for 
ALL reservations made. 
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PBSPS, c/o Lt/C Don Parker, AP 
P.O. Box 515, Wauna, WA 98395 

�,�

����
�����
�#�	�0���
4�%�,����%����,��

�
The December Christmas party was truly an outstanding event. Donna 
Parker, Mary Quande, Diane Yotter and all the others who helped with 
the set-up and decorations did a super job.  
 
After dinner Mary Quande really put us in the holiday spirit with a story 
of “The Night Before Christmas” which was a riot. The food was good 
and a fun time was had by all with the possible exception of those dedi-
cated members who had to deal with the dishes. They missed the pro-
gram. For this special thanks go out to the McKays, McWatters, Scotts 
and Swarms.  
 
Our next dinner meeting will be Thursday, 7 January at the usual place 
and time. For the program we will have Captain Andy Coe, President of 
the Puget Sound Pilots who will tell us about the history of and his ex-
periences with the Pilots. This promises to be an exciting program so 
let’s have a big turnout.  
 
Hopefully you all came through the cold spell staying warm and no fro-
zen pipes. Phoenix is really starting to look good from this standpoint.  
Here’s wishing you all the best wishes for the remaining holidays and a 
most joyous New Year.  
 
See you in January.  

�
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Ahoy Pirates, 
 
Not only is Navigation over but the instructor team of P/Lt/C Pat Foley, 
SN and Ron Davidson, AP (also a student in the Nav class) did such a 
great job that all twelve student members (11 from Poverty Bay and one 
from Tacoma) passed! WOOHOO! We expected it to take months to 
grade but we were surprised (some might say shocked) when the graded 
exams and scores were returned early in December. 
 
Piloting, which began October 7th, finished on December 16th with all 
four students turning in what appear to be high quality completed exams.  
We’ll await the results from Headquarters, but don’t expect any prob-
lems, as all 4 of the student members were conscientious and did a great 
job attending, interacting with the instructor team and more importantly, 
learning the material.  All will be better boaters and now have the chance 
to unwind and depressurize during the holidays and next couple of 
months before AP starts. Lt/C Rick Edel, JN, Bob Swarm, JN, and P/C 
Martha Battles, JN were the instructors. Dave Sharp, JN attended almost 
every class and helped with his knowledgeable comments, chart review 
skills and overall interest in the course. 
 
P/C Jim Sola, AP completed an Instructor Development class for experi-
enced lecturers and will teach another class in early 2010 for anyone in-
terested in instructing. Our newest instructors are Dave Sharp, Gloria 
Hunt, JN and Luke Curtis, P. Congratulations to all. I’ll be looking for 
them to sign up and start instructing during the winter and spring ABC 
and advanced grade classes. Next up will be the Advanced Piloting class 
scheduled for February 23-May 4, 2010. 
 

 

Several of us met with the leadership of the Three Tree Point Yacht Club 
(TTPYC) also located at the Des Moines marina, and were joined by Mr. Joe 
Dusenbury, the marina’s harbormaster. Our discussion centered on exploring 
ways for our two organizations to work more closely together. TTPYC is 
dominantly a sailing club but does have a couple of former sailing families 
turned power boaters. Our own PBSPS is largely a power boat dominated or-
ganization although we have more than several sailing families that are active 
members. We’d like to see if we can exchange expertise in the sailing area; 
offer our expertise and capabilities teaching ABC and the member advanced 
grade courses (Seamanship, Piloting, Adv Piloting, JN, and N) to TTPTC as-
suming they join our organization, and some of our members interested in sail-
ing and sailboat racing may reciprocate by joining TTPYC in return. 
 
We also are jointly exploring collaborating on a youth-through-adult “learning 
to sail” activity sponsored by the Des Moines marina with TTPYC members 
providing expertise and instructors. Several of them may want to go through 
our Instructor Development class (after becoming members) to have a recog-
nized certification as they begin to instruct using the marina sailing vessels. 
 
We’re also working through scheduling one or more ABC classes to be taught 
at the Flagship Maritime Training Center in Fife. They teach for a fee. USCG 
approved license training for commercial operators. Taking a license class 
there will get the graduate an OUPV (Operator of Uninspected Passenger Ves-
sels - aka 6-pack) license or with a little more work a 100-ton captain’s license. 
Our classes will help them by getting some boaters who want to go commer-
cial but haven’t started. These candidates will take our ABC and get exposed 
to the Center and courses. If they wish, they can apply for entry into the OUPV 
class. We will get to use their facility (which is state of the art and very nauti-
cal) and get access to students who don’t normally have visibility or knowl-
edge of the USPS. This isn’t fully worked out yet but I’ll be talking with them 
during December and January to firm up the what’s, who’s and how’s. 
 
Given it’s the end of the year as I write this, I wish all a very Merry Christmas 
or Happy Holidays, and a very Happy, Healthy and boating-wise Productive 
New Year. 
 
Remember that our USPS Mission is this:  Our organization is dedicated to 
promoting recreational boating safety through education and civic activities 
while providing fellowship for our members. 
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Poverty Bay Sail and Power Squadron  
Education Courses 2009/2010 

 
Course Name    Dates Begin - End  Location 
 
Seamanship   April 14-May 28, 2010 
Advanced Piloting  Feb 23-May 4, 2010                             
Instructor Development 3 days in March, 2010 
 
ABC Classes    
    Feb 20, 2010   Des Moines 
    March 13, 2010  NORPOINT 
    March 27, 2010  Des Moines 
    April 10, 2010   Des Moines 
    May 8, 2010   Des Moines 
    May 22, 2010   Kent  
        Commons 
 
Saturday Seminars 
 
TBD    TBD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANSWER to Seamanship Quiz: 

  
a. add east variation 
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On the evening of December 14th, a few of us from the E-Board met up 
with the commodore and other members of Three Tree Point Yacht Club, 
as well as Joe Dusenbury the Harbormaster of Des Moines Marina, as it 
had been suggested there are areas of mutual interest in which we might 
combine interests, talents and resources. 
�
The first area is education.  TTPYC noted that the Power Squadron has 
some excellent texts for its Sailing course, while they may be able to of-
fer on-the-water training with a sailboat moored at Des Moines Marina.  
Both Commander Hunt and Commodore Waters noted that education ac-
tivities that made young people more aware of both organizations would 
be of obvious help in rejuvenating the membership.  As it was noted that 
a small percentage of TTPYC’s membership are also power boaters, they 
also could find our courses centered around power boats of interest as 
well.  Also, TTPYC and the City of Des Moines are attempting to set up 
a youth and adult sailing program. More meetings will occur to outline 
the goals and objectives of this effort.  How PBSPS will be able to par-
ticipate is only notional at this point. 
 
The second area of potential interest is the Three Tree Point Yacht Club’s 
Mid-Sound Social that takes place every summer.  Typically it starts the 
Thursday after the Fourth of July, and runs each Thursday thereafter for 
about 5-6 weeks.  The events can vary from year to year, from boat races 
to evening regattas, but the important part is that these events are also 
fund-raising activities for local charities.  TTPYC has gotten quite a few 
corporate sponsors to help out, hosting barbeques, donating prizes and so 
forth to enhance the excitement for donors and participants alike. More 
information is available on the Three Tree Point Yacht Club’s website - 
http://www.ttpyc.org/ 
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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(Continued from page 14) 
 

Commodore Waters would like to see more power boating activities also 
included in the Mid-Sound Social and he was hoping Poverty Bay Sail 
and Power Squadron might be willing to come up with ways our mem-
bership could also participate, creating events that might also help with 
the fund-raising, whether they be offering boat rides as raffle/auction 
prizes, or log races with pledged donors, or simply be safety guides dur-
ing the sail boat races.  Rick Edel noted that community service is one of 
the three bases of the Power Squadron’s purpose, so such activities 
would certainly fit within our charter. 
 
We’re an imaginative bunch, so put on your thinking-captain’s caps and 
see if you can come up with ways we can help out Three Tree Point 
Yacht Club at their Mid-Sound Social.  By helping out the community, 
both groups might expand their visibility in the community and thereby 
gain more friends and more members.  Potentially win-win-win, doncha 
think?     
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A fire in any recreational vessel made of fiberglass, especially engine 
room-related, could be catastrophic. Be sure to check the fire-
extinguishing systems on a regular basis. Always know where the man-
ual override is located. It’s important to know and remember extin-
guisher-type vs. fire-type: A class, anything that leaves an Ash. B class, 
anything in a Barrel or that goes Boom. C. class, Charge (i.e., electrical). 
Install some type of view port to your engine room. This allows visibility 
without admitting excess oxygen to the fire and is a means of accessing 
the fire with an extinguisher. 
 
When using an extinguisher remember the acronym PASS: Pull pin, Aim 
at base, Squeeze and Sweep. 
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The donations for the food bank 
were awesome in quantity and 
quality. 

Our great catering crew setting 
up for dinner. 

George & Patty Holmgren accept-
ing their membership certificates 
after Patty is sworn in as a new 
member. 

Our commander plays well as 
“Dasher” - quite and improve-
ment!! 
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The camaraderie was a joyful thing to watch as members 
caught up with each other and shared stories. 

T’was the night before Christmas and...well, you really 
don’t want to know...but we did have fun playing our parts! 
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Shelly Leenhouts 5 
Nancy Serino  6 
Elizabeth Simon 9 
Christine LaBounty 12 
John Tollo  15 
Linda McDonnell 19 
John McKay  23 
Julie Hale  24 
Patty Frary  25 
Kay Karn  25 
Wendy Pringle 30 
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David Fitzpatrick 1 
Sally Hass  1 
Joe Iannarone  4 
Allison Tennant 5 
Dan McMullen 18 
Linda Curtis  19 
Richard Brandau 21 
Joshua Ellis  23 
Justin Ellis  23 
Nicholas Dunbar 24 
Ron Greene  26   
Michael Peters  27  
Teresa Fantz  27 
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FALLING OVERBOARD (Part One): People fall overboard, it happens 
and it is not rare. Never happened on your boat? If your answer is no then 
one of two things must be true. 1) You practice most of the rules to avoid 
people falling overboard or 2) you have been very lucky and it just hasn't 
happened...yet!  
 
It is important to schedule regular drills on your recovery procedure for 
person(s) overboard. One quick word on "Drills". Make them just that ...a 
drill with everyone in Pfd's. You are not supposed to create a realistic 
situation and then see how everyone performs!  
 

OK, lets concentrate on not falling overboard.  
 
1. "One hand for the ship--one hand for yourself' In other words "Grab 
hold of something and don't let go unless you have grabbed something 
else!". Another good rule is to always try to maintain three points of con-
tact at all times. Either two feet and one hand or two hands and one foot. 
2. Avoid alcohol. 
3.Do not sit on gunwales or seat backs.  
4.Skippers, warn your passengers of all maneuvers. Surprised passengers, 
especially during turns and changes in speed, will become unstable 
quickly and vulnerable to falling.  
5.Wear the right footwear and be aware of slippery or uneven surfaces.  
6. Save the horse-play for your destination while anchored. Any skipper 
worth his or her salt would never tolerate horse-play while underway!  
7. As always it is a good idea for everyone to wear Pfd's at all times, es-
pecially while underway.. 
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FALLING OVERBOARD (Part Two): Who knows why he fell over-
board? He may have been leaning against the gunwale and his feet 
slipped. He may have had too much to drink and a course change got 
him disoriented. Whatever the reason, there he floats and he's not the 
greatest swimmer in the world!  
 
The action needed, at this point, will be determined on several factors:  
1- What is the ability for the person to save himself? Is he injured or un-
injured? Is he a good swimmer?  
2- What type of weather are you in? What is the water's condition?  
In this section we will cover "Self Rescue". It can be the simplest tech-
nique. You'll notice I said, "can be". You never want to take anything 
for granted. He may be the greatest swimmer and seem uninjured and in 
an instant be in big trouble!  
 
Ok here it is by the numbers.  
 
1- Stop the boat and throw a flotation devise. The rule is if it floats and 
it's nearby get it to him fast! A "PFD" at one point needs to be one of 
those items, and the sooner the better.  
2- You will want to turn your boat and move in closer to your swimmer. 
Appoint a spotter to keep an eye on the swimmer. That person should 
now assume the role of a human arrow, continuously pointing at the per-
son in the water during the recovery. 3-Approach the person in a slow 
deliberate manner. It's best to move slightly in windward. 
4- When you are within reaching distance to the swimmer SHUT OFF 
THE MOTOR!  
5- Assist the swimmer into the boat.  
6- As soon as possible while the events are fresh in everyone's mind, 
conduct a debriefing. Try and determine the cause of the accident and 
review the recovery to see if anything can be learned. 
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Falling overboard continued...Last part of three.  
 
According to the Executive Summary Boating Statistics compiled by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation United States Coast Guard, 82% of 
fatalities occurred on boats less than 26 feet in length and 71% of those 
victims drowned. I don't find that surprising, smaller boats rock and roll 
more. It does however offer a reason why I have spent the last three 
newsletters talking about "falls overboard". This is the last in the series. 
In our last issue we covered the self-recovery method. Definitely the 
easier of two recovery methods. This issue we will cover the important 
points involving assisted recovery. But first a word of caution… 
 
The prospect of writing about a situation involving a possible non-
responsive person in the water is daunting at best. There are too many 
variables involved; not the least of which is the possible immediate loss 
of life if proper action is not taken quickly. Each situation is different 
and your reaction will be dependant on "conditions", water, weather and 
the person in the water. As with all safety tips, you should not rely on a 
single source for all your safety information.  
 
OK, this time the person is in the water and seems to be in real trouble. 
Your first response is the same as the self-rescue, get something that 
floats to the person. He or she may be able to help to some degree in the 
rescue. Second, resist going or sending anyone in the water after the per-
son overboard. If someone does go into the water to help the person 
overboard, he or she MUST wear an approve PFD.  
 
It is also important that you do not lose site of the person overboard. As 
in our last article, if there is one available, appoint a human arrow. That 
person should point continuously at the person overboard while you ma-
neuver the boat for recovery. This is usually more important in the open 
ocean with larger waves than usually found on inland bodies of water, 
but a good policy in any event.  
 

 
 

The best way to approach the person being recovered is to move the 
boat windward (towards to wind) moving past the person and position 
the boat so that it will float back towards the person overboard. Once 
you feel confident that the boat will drift back towards the person to be 
recovered SHUT OFF THE MOTOR and position yourself (in a PFD) 
to effect the recovery. Hopefully by this time the person in the water 
has a PFD on. That's important because it becomes a nice handle. Get-
ting the person back into the boat can be a little difficult. The lowest 
part of the boat to the water is the stern. Slid the person along the boat 
to that position and grab the lowest portion of the PFD or under the 
arms and lift the person into the boat. 
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JIS or IPX? 
 
Q  I’m looking for a new handheld GPS, and I’ve seen both JIS 
and IPX waterproof standards listed in the specs. What does this 
mean? Is one better than the other? 
 
Leave it to international politics to make life more confusing-JIS and 
IPX are essentially identical. JIS stands for Japanese Industry Stan-
dards, and IPX stands for International Protection Code, which is the 
European Union’s accepted standards. A handheld GPS must be at least 
a level 4 (splash-resistant) and if you want it to last look for a unit that 
is level 7 (submersible to 1 meter for 30 minutes) or 8 (continuously 
submersible).  
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